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US aluminum
alloy prices
inch higher

PITTSBURGH — Secondary
aluminum alloys prices have
stepped higher amid firm demand
and raw material costs, with most
suppliers unfazed by a recent slide
inthe London Metal Exchange's
Morth American secondary
aluminum alloy contract (Nasaac).
Prices for benchmark A38001,
aswellas319.1, A3601and A413.1
alloys, Increased by a penny onthe
lowend of the range, according to
AMAM’s latest assessment. Prices
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for 356.1stepped upa penny asa
whole to 96 to 98 cents per pound.

Alloy suppliers cited Increased
Interest for spot material overthe
past week and steady raw material
Costs as the main driver of the
recent increase.

“By and large everyone Is pretty
busy. We've been fielding requests
for extra loads on the spot market,
but the guys that have to buy spot
aren't aseager,” one alloy suppller
sald, noting the recent Increase in
prices ower the past few months.

A3B0. prices are trading at o2

supplier sald.

"scrapstillseemstobeatalking
point on keeplng up price pressure,”
afourth alloy supplier sald.

Most secondary aluminum scrap
prices maintained steady footing,
aslde from aluminum-copper
radiators, which shed 2 cents
following a drop In copper prices.

However, some die casters have
reported success at booking A380.1
at 20 cents per pound.

Meanwhile, adropinthe LME’s
Masaac had little to no Impact on
the market, according to suppliers,
who noted that they already locked
in higher-priced saleswhenthe
contract jumped In mid-March.

“Thedropinthe LME Isnt
affecting the market as so many
producers have already sold Into
the LME and are usingup thelir
furnace time and scrapunlts with
those Masaac sales,” a fifth alloy
supplier sald.

The LME's Masaac cash contract
closed the officlal sesslonat $1,895
(86 cents per pound} on March 27,
down 0.7 percent from $1,909
pertonne (B6.6cents pound) on
March 23. The contract drifted
lower on Tuesday toclosethe
officlal sesslon £1,870 per tonne
(84.8 cents per pound).

BRAD MAZAILAY
BMACALN Y AMM.COM
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Queen City’s
Coffinowins

SBA state award

NEWYOREK — Halrdresser turned

While she hasclinched the SBA's
statewlde award, she Is now up
agalnst 50 other business owners
to compete for the national level
award. The SBA will announce
the results In early May during
Matlonal Small Business Week In
Washington.

Coffino purchased a scrap metal
operation from a cllent In 2013
that was a bare bones business
with limited Industrial acconnts,
shesald.

“They had no roll-off
(contalners) and now I have 55,
They had seven to 10 Industrial
accounts. Now 1 have 85" she sald,
adding that the business s also
acertified request for proposal
(RFP}contractor for Mecklenburg
county, serving six municipal
recycling locations.

Desplte Its current success,
Coffino certalnly picked a tough
period to make her debut In
the scrap Industry. Low scrap
prices and disappearing margins
that plagued the Industry for
atwo-year period drove many
market participants out of
business.

“1didn’t pay myself for six
months, how abtsout that? I would
cut halr at my salon for halfthe
day and work at the vard for the
other half” she sald, noting that
she has a great team who stood
with her through the difficult
tmes. “1sat with my employees
tosay that I'was not In a position
toglve ralsesor todothethings 1
want todo, but I promised them
that I would have thelr back when
things get better.”

The people skills and
relationships she had bullt while

running her salon went a long way

acknowledge by the SBA, [ was
really honored. And 1'm glad
that the recycling industry got
the accolade because we change
the world by keeplng It clean,”
Coffino added.
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Explosion kills
employee at
Wash. scrapyard

NEWYORK —Anemploveeata
scrapyard In Pacific, Wash., was
kllled on March 27 In an explosion
at the factlity.

First responders rushed to
Metal Express Inc.s facility after
receiving acall for helpat about
11.30 a.m., according to Valley
Eeglonal Fire Authorlty’s (VEFA'S)
soclal media site.

The recycler could not be
reached for comment, but a VRFA
posting Indicated that a man in his
&0s had been thrown by the force
of the explosion. He was found
dead on arrival.

Mo visible fire or smoke was
found when VREA'sunits reached
the facllity.

The Plerce County Medical
Examiner’s Office Is inthe process
of Identifying the victim and the
cause of death.
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